
Statement of Imminent Peril to Public Health, Safety and Welfare Mandating Adoption of 
New Rules Establishing Standard Procedures for Remote Public Meetings Held by Local 

Public Bodies at N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 through 1. 7 by Emergency Procedures 

The novel corona virus, ("COY I D-19'') is a severe, potentially fatal respiratory illness, 

which is transmitted from person-to-person contact. On March 9, 2020, Governor Murphy declared 

that a Public Health Emergency and State of Emergency existed in New Jersey because ofCOVID-

19. On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global pandemic.

On March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a national emergency. 

State and Federal public health experts, including those at the Center for Disease Control 

("CDC"), believe COVID-19 will continue to spread at exponential rates unless aggressive action 

is taken to reduce person-to-person contact. The highly contagious and life-threatening nature of 

COVID-19 requires implementation or rigorous social distancing, including as needed the closure 

of or restricting occupancy in public places throughout the Stale to reduce the risk and rate of 

infection. Even as the State proceeds its phased reopening of public places, recent increases in 

new COVID-19 infections in other areas of the United States reinforce the need to continue 

enforcing social distancing measures. 

In recognition of these unprecedented conditions, local government units have severely 

curtailed the public aspects of their operations, maintaining essential services through alternative 

means whenever possible. Many local units' buildings are closed or have significantly restricted 

public access. Local unit public bodies have been holding public meetings and conducting votes 

remotely, instead of at a physical location, by using technologies such as audio telephone 

conferencing, internet-based video conferencing through applications such as Microsoft Teams 

and Zoom, and livestreaming through social media sites such as Facebook. 








